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opefull way to Cure that borrid * 
Sinneot SWEARING. | 


Or an help to ſave SWEARERS, if wil. 1 
ling to be ſaved: Being an Offer or Meſſage from 2 
H 1», whom they ſo Dariagly and ; 
Audaciouſly provoke. 
Alſo a Curb againſt Guſing. © * 
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1. S. Meſſenger. 
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wilzally plunged our ſouls and bodher into erernall torments ; When neſs? 
ther beevecn, earth, nox hel{- could have yeelded any facisfaQory thing be-+\' 
ſides Chrif y that could have. ſatisfied Gods juſtice, and merited beaven for 
us3/then, O then ! The eternall Gad would dye, wit. {far as was polite” *\ 
. ._  ble-or neceflary, that we might noc'dye erernally, Fob# 3.16, At 
* . *;deſtowed, anda way found ow, thar may aſtoniſh all the-ſons. of, 
+ earth, and Angels in beaver. And all this even agair & our wilh, i 
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F enemies, mortally hating himz and to our utmoſt fi2bring againit . 
not havinghe leaſt- thought, or defire of reconcilement: but apers' 
yerſc-and obſt'nare will?, to reſiſt all means tending thereunto, | 
* 3.S Omy. brethfen 1berhink . your ſelves 5 It is his maintenance we 
warms us, the opater that cools and: cleanſeth us , the cloaths that cover ? 

us , the food that does nourith us, the de/ights that cheer us, the beaſts that 
ſerye us, the Angels that attend us, even all are his, That we are not at 
have the free, erof grace here, and everlaſting glory in heaven hereafter, 
we are only” beholding to bim. And ſhill we deay this Lord that bath 
bought us ? ſhall: we 'moſt ſpighrfully:and maliciouſly fight on Satans (ide 
I with you would a little think of ir, | 
4. S, For favours beſtowed, and deliverances from danger, bind to 
gratitude : orelſe the more bonds of duty, the more plagues for negle&, 
will bring diſtribution of judgments. And certainly, if a friend had. gi- 
Fen us but a thouſand part of what God hath , we ſhould heartily love him — | 
alt our lives, and think no thanks ſufficient. And in reaſon, Hath God done o&— |, 
though it were our lives, yea our ſouls 3 much more our ſins ; moſt of all 
-this{ortith'and damnable fin, in which there is neither profit, nor pleaſure, 
nor cied/t, nor any thing elſe to provoke, or intice us unto it, as in other d 
-3mp-common Sweaters; Or that you ſhall vex others and they thal hare you. 
"Whereas if we could give Chriſt our Bodycs, and Souls, they ſhould be ſaved 
-by it, but he were never the better for them. Yea ſwearing and crrſeng are 
* wete you forced to pay three ſhillings four pence'for every oath and curſe 
"Joa utter,as the Law enjoins : or if you were ſure to have your tongue cut 
:out, which is too light a punithment for this fin , damnacjon ' being the 
and wo'ld leave it, which alone makes it altogether inexcuſable, And this 
know, that the eaſier the thing commanded is, the greater guilt in the 
breach of it : and the /iehte/ the injunRion, the heavzer the tran ſgreflton, 
FS9%*hat it 1s evident you love this fin, meerly becauſe it is a grear fin, and 
;blaſpheme'our of meer malice to, and contempr of God, which is moſt fear- | 
Huff; and (asa man would think) ſhould make it unpardonable, 'I am. ſure 
it ,] Let them be confounded that tranſereſſe without a cauſe, Phl.254 3. © 
' And no marvell thar this fearfull itmprecation ſhould fall from the P* 0- 
phet? mourh; forthar man is bortomleſly ill, -who loves'vice meerly becanſe 
"NN 4": d' pious, 


rand taking part wichbis only enemies (Sinand Satan) as now 'you- 
_ 
take, and live on... The air we breath, the ea th we tread on, the fire that 
this preſent in hell, there to fry in Hlames,, neyer to'be freed. That we 
apainſt bim with all our might, and that againſt kzowledge and conſcience? 
EThe contribution of bleſſings, requires retribution of thanks; or 
ſo: much for vs ,'and ſhall 'we denye him any thing he requireth of us'? 
 fins3 for all:you can expeRt by it is the ſuſpicion of common Lyers, by be- T 
-fins from which of all other fins we bave the moſt power to abſtain. For - 
» due penalty thereof, as the Apoſtle ſets ir down Zames 5. 12, you both could 
n, $4fin ſpeaks, and Adams cating the forbidden fruit, ſufficiently proves. 
'the Pſalmift bath terrible word for all ſuch, if they would rake notice of 
jc is i vice, and beeauſe God _ ſtrictly mo : He is a deſperate. Pro. | . : i 
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from Chapter 4. to Chapccr 7, - . 1 0 
6. $. Othar you would bur conſider, that the Lord 7 ehovah, whois 4” 


| vn, Adam out of Paradiſe, drowned the. old world, rained down fireand. T 
brimſtone upon Sodoxze, commanded the earth. ro open her mouth,. andiy 
ſwallow down quick Corah, and his companie 3 he who ſmare Ezypt with 
ſo many plagues, overthrew Pharaoh 2nd his hoſt in the Red Seq, deltroyed®* 
Ereatand mighty Kings, givingtheir land fer an jnheritange to his pco#® 
ple : and can as eaſily wich a word of his mouth {trike'you dead while» 
you are blaſpheming him, and caſt you tody and ſ:ul imo Hell, for your odis 
ous unthankfulneſſe : yea, it is.2 mercic beyond expreflion, thar he hath 2: 
ſpared you ſo long, Canfider of it I beſcech you, leſt you ſear away your. : © 

part int that b7oud which muſt fave you, if ever you be Piveg 3.ycaz rakenecd 5/4 
»$#. lc yoube plagued with a witnelle, and tha, both. here - and hereafier lat 
' God ({whocannotlic) hath threarned 'thar his curſe ſhall never depart fro TY> 
*'\* theh uſe ihe Swearer, asit is Zach, 5.1. to 5, And Idoubr.nort, bur yo-. 
are aiready. curſed, though you know it not ; - Thar either he kach..cur re 

[ you ja your bodice by ſending ſome foul difeaſe,- or in. your eſfa &b 
dainly con{ts:n:ng it , or in your name by blemithiag and blaflirs Ag 
Your feed by nor p'opering it, orin your. minde by daiknixg it, oÞ1 

4 . heart by haraning it, or in your conſcience by terrifying irs or. will in your ©- 
+  loul byeverlaſtingly damnag ityif you repeni not, Wherefore rake heed what. : 
he yo.t 60 b-fore it prove too late, SE 4 | Ee 
2 bes CE TSt _” . A 2 | s 
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7. $S. Or if you regard not your ſelf, or your own fouls good, yet for 
he Nations good leave your ſwearing : for the Lord (as now we finde to 
our ſmart) hath a great controverſie with the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe 
* of (wearing, Hoſ.4,1,2. Yea, becauſe of oaths the whole Land (even the three 
| Nations)now menurneth,as you may ſee Jer.23.10. Neither obje& that ye 
| are (o accuſtomed to ſwearing that you cannor leave it, for this defence is 
+ worſe then the offences as take an inſtance, Shall a Thiefor Murtherey ar 
+ the Bar alledge for his defence, that it hath been his uſe and cuſtom of a 
| long timetorob and kill, and therefore he muſt continue it, or if he do, 
| will nor the Judge ſo much the rather ſend him to the G aliows? 

- Hh berforeI beſeech you by the mercies of God (who hath removed ſo many 
| evils,- and conferred ſo many good things upon you, that they are beyond 
Þ thought or imaginatjon to leave it : eſpecially after this wai ning, which 
3ncale yol doe not, will be aſore witncſſe, aud iſe up in judgment againſt 
4 you ano bh:7 day, ; 

bp 


b ME MB. 2, 
b, . wearer, Did Iſweat or curſe ? | 
- 1.S Meſſenger, Very ofcen, as all here preſent can witnefle, and Satan 
- alſo, who ſtands by to take notice, reckon up, and ſer on your-ſcore every 
] Oath you utter, keeping them upon Record cgainft the great day of Aſſiſcs, 
; at which time every Oath will proveas a daggers point flabbing yotr ſoul to 
the heart, or as ſo many weights preſſing you down to Hell, Revao.1 3. an 
3% 12, As alſo the ſearcher of hearts, who himſelf will one day be 2 ſwift 
©, witneſſe againſt Swearers, Mal.3.5. For of all other finners the Loid will 
not bold him gailileſſe that taketh his Name in van, as the third Commande- 
ment rels you, Exod. 20.7. | 
+. 2. S. Bur wo is me; it fares with common Swearers as with perſons de- 
Pſpcrate.y diſcaſed, whoſe excrements and filth comes from them at unawwres; 
for as by much labour the hand is ſo hardened thar it hath noſenſe of labour, 
- Jo their much ſwearing cauſeth ſuch a brawny hn of ſenſleſſeneſſe ro over- 
* ſpread the beart, memorie, and conſcience, that the ſwearer ſweareth unwit- 
| tingly 3 and having ſworne, hath no remembrance of his Oath, much 
lefle repentance for bis Sin. 
.. Dwearer, Alas though 1 did ſwear, yet I thought no harm. 
. 3+. $S. Meſſenger, O fool ! What Prince hearing himſelf abuſed to his 
» faceyby the reproachfull words of his baſe and impotent SubjcR, would ad- 
*. Mit of ſuch an excuſe ? har whatſoever he ſpake with his mouth, yet he 
thought no jill in his heart? And ſhall God takethis for a yood an{wer, 


© baviog told us before hand,Dew1.28.5 8,59.That if we do net fear G5 dread lis . 


glgriows and fearful Name,the Lord or God he wil make our plagues wonderſul 
_ ,ahd of long continuance, and the plagues of our poſterity. Belides,how frequently 
| -doclt thou pollute and prophane Gods Name,and thy Saviours? The Fews 
, | 4450 finned in crucitying the Lord of life but once, and that of igno= 

rance' bur the rtmes are jnnumcrable that thou dock ir, every day in the 
year, every hour in the day, although thy conſcience, and ihe ho'y Spirit of 
© grace bath chcckr thee for it a ihuuſung and 1 thouſand times, Deelt then 
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Hope of ſome 3 others have been t00 long fick to recover. > % J 
expe&ro have Chriſt thy Redeemer and Advocate 3 when thy conſcienceten 
thee that thou haſt ſeldome remembred him but to blaſpheme him ? ant 
more often named him in thy Oaths and Curſes, then inthy prayers. _ * 
| Swearer, Surely, If 1 did ſwear, it was but Faith and Troth, by our Lady» : 
the Maſſe, the Rood,the Light,this Breadgby the Croſſe of the filver,or the likes 
which is no great matter I hope, ſo long as I ſwore not by God,nor by my Sawiofe” 

4. S. Meſſenger, Thar is your groſfe ignorance of the Scriptures,for &- 
expreſly forbids it, and that upon pain'of damnation, Iam.5.12. Firſt, onr'7 
Saviour Chriſt in his own-perſon forbids it, Mats 34,35,36,37. 1 [1 ute 7 
you, Swear not at all, nerther by heavengfor it is Gods Thr91e3n07 by the earthy | 
for it is bis footſtool; nor by Feruſalem, for it is the City of the great Kingzuei= * 
ther ſhalt thou ſwear by thine head,becauſe thou canſt not make one hair white or © 
black; but let your communication be TeagYea, Nay, Nay: for whatſoever 15 more 
then theſe cometh of evill, And then by his Apoltle, Above all things my brex 
thren, ſwear not, neither by beaven, nor by earth, nor by any other oath, but let * 
your Yea be Yeagand your Nay, Nay: leſt you fall into condemnation, James $5 1%o: 
where mark the Emphaſis in the firſt words, Above all things ſwear noty and. * 
the great danger of ir in the laſt word, condemnation, if C 

5 S-If the matter be light and vain,we muſt not ſwear at allzif ſo weightys * 
that we may lawfully ſwear as before a Magiſtrate, being called ro ir, chen_ ? 
we muſt only uſe the glorious Name of our Gad in a holy and reljgious 
manner as you may ſe, Deut. 6.13. Eſay 45,23. & 65.16. Foſh23.7s Fe'+ 
5.7. Ex04.23.13. And the yeaſons of it are weighty, if we look into them'3 2: 
for in {wearing by any creature whatſoever, we do invocate that creature, * 
and aſcribe ro urdivine worſhip 3 a lawfull oath being a kind ef Invocatis . * 
ON, and a ou of Gods worſhip z Yea, whatſoever we ſwear by, that we 
invocare, both as our witneſle, ſurety, and judge, Heb,6.16. and by confe- 
quence, deifie ir, by aſcribing and communicating unto it Gods incomnus 4 
nic3ble Attributes , as his Omnipreſence , and Omniſcience, of being every -* 
where preſent, and knowing the ſecret thoughts and intentions of the hearts - 
and likewiſe an O mnipotencie,as being Almighty in patroni ſing, protettiug,des' 
fending, and rewarding us for ſpeaking the truth, or puniſhing us if we {peak 2 
falſly : all which are ſo peculiar ro God, as thar they can no way be come : 
municared or aſcribed ro another, So that in ſwearing by any of thoſe *? 
things, thou commitreſt an high degree of grofle 1dolatry, thou ſpoileſt and. ! 
robbeſt God of his Glory, (the moſt impious kind of theft) and in a man» 
ner dithroneſt him, and placeſt an Idol in his room. .. 

6.S. And as to ſwear by the crtature makes the fin far more heinous,lo the. 
. more mean and vile the thing is which you ſwear by (be it by my fay; by 3 

cock and pie, hares foor, by this cheeſe, and ſuch like childiſh oaths, which: ©. 
are ſo much in uſe with the ignorant and ſuperſtitious ſwarm) the prac 
is your fin in ſwearing ſuch an Oath : becauſe you aſcribe thar unto thele | 
baſeſt of creatures,which is only proper to God,namelyzro know your heart, ©. 
and to be a diſcerner of ſecret things z why elfe ſhould you call thar creature ©; 
as a wirnefle unto your conſcience, that you ſpeak the truth, and lye not, 
which only belongeth ro God ? And harviers the Lord cals it a'forſa IT 
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WW  _ Goodrounſell to Scornets, is as Aqua"vire to the dead. _..... 


of bim 3 as mark well what he faith, Zere5.7, How ſhall I ſpare tht 'f 
_ thus © thy children have forſaken me and ſworn by then that are no Gals.” And 
” do you mak&ir a ſmall matcer to forſake God, and make a God ofthe crea- 
\_ kuare if Will you believe the Propher Amos, if you will, he ſaith ({peaking of - 
them that ſwore by the fin of Samaria)tbat they ſhall fall and never riſe again, 
Los 8.14. atcrtible place to vain ſwearers, 


end by Malcham. wh:ch Malcham Was their King, or as ſome think, their 
Z : : 
Bur admir the fin were ſmall As you would have it to be, yet the circum- 
Fances make it moſt heinous; for even theleaſt fn inits own nature is nor 

only morral, but reſts unpardonable : fo long as it is willingly commitredz | 
- and cxcuſcd or defended. | 

© *Swearer. But all do ſwear, except (ome few jingalar ones, and they alſo with 
bye, which is as bad, 
© .F- S: Meſſeng, You muſt not meaſure all others by your own buſhel : for als 
Fon bh 11] Diſpoſitions caule ill Suſpicionsz even as the eye that is bloud=- 

ow ſces all things red,or as they that bave the 7aandics (ee all things yels N 
Tow 5 yet know that there. be,choulands who can ſay truly through Gods + 
mercie, that they had tathcr chooſe ro have their ſouls p-ife from their bo- 
dies, then a kirk Rs lie, or a wicked oath , from their 
mouths 3 whereforFwhen you want experience, think the belt, as charirie 
bids you, and leave what you know not to the ſearcher of hearts, 


2 $&, As for the number of Swearers, it cannot be denyed, but the fin 
is 4;moſt univerſall, and this is it which hath incenſed Gods wrath and al- 
- moſt brought an univerſall deftrution upon our whole Nation, but is/not 
* this excuſe [That others do ſo] a moſt reaſonlefle/plea, and only becoming 
' a fooldwhen our Saviour Chriſt hath plainly rold vs,thar the greateſt mnber | 
0 the broad way to deſtrutt.on, and but a jew the narrow way which leadeth ut.- | 
tolife, Mat.7.,13,14, And S. Zhi, tharthe whole world [ycih in withrdneſſe, | 
I Joh 5. 19, And that tþ- aumber of thoſe whom Satan ſh+l! deceive, ' is as : 
' the ſand of the ſer, Rev.20,8, & Iz 16. Iſh.10 22.Rom.,g,27, Andre me, F 
Were it a good plea, tocommir a Felonir, and ſay. that others dofo? Or | 
Vile thou leap into Hell and caſt away thy ſou], becauſe others do ſo? A 
| ſorry comfort it will be to have a numerons multitude accompanie us into 
th:t luke of fire that nevey, (hall be quenched. | 
.**, Beſides it is Gods expreſſe charge, Exod. 23. 2, Thou ſhalt not falluvy 4 
multitude 10 doe evill, and S. Parls eyerlaſting rule, Rom.12,2, Feſhicn att 
| your ſelves like unto this world, _ 
i Swearcr, But I may tawſullyſwear, ſo 1 affirm no.þ ig but the truth, 
x. 9:6 .Myſimgl lf you be lawfully called to jroas before 3 Magiſtrateor when = 


They will rather be confounded, then reformed. + ©: 


_ ———__ 


a. Os 


ſome urgent matter conſtraineth for the confirming of a neceflary -rruth? 
- (which can by no other lawful] means be cleared) and for theending:of all? 
contentions and controverſies, and clearing our own or our neighbeurs! 
g od name, perſon, or eſtate, and to put an endto all ftirife, aiming at Gods: 
glory, and our own or our neighbours good 2 which is. the only uſe and;end? 
of an oath; in which caſe a man is rather a patient then a.voluntary agents: 
You may ſwear, otherwiſe not, Neither muſt we ſwear at. all in our ordi-: 
nary communication, if we will obey Gods Word, as you may ſee, Mat. 5.9 
343 5:36, 37- Jam.5.12. fic 4: 13 
Swearer, Except 1 ſwear,men will not belicue me, © — ;.:7Y 
10.S, Meſſenger, Thou hadſt as good ſay,l have ſo often made ſhipwrack;! 
of my credit by accuſtomary lying, char I can gain no bcliet 23s my words : 
without an oath for it argues a guilty conſcience of the wanggot credigy and ? 

that our werd alone is worth no reſpe&, when iz will not be-taken wthoat ! 

a pawn or ſurety, Neither will any bur bafe Bankrupts pawn ſo precious @ : 

Jewel as their Faith, or offer better ſecurity for every ſmall rrifle, © Beſides.) 

he that often ſweareth, not ſeldome forſweareth. And ſo I have informed: you ? 

from Gods Word, what the danger isof yain and wicked ſwearing. 

M Et MB, 3. | "acts re: 14 

1 1, S But as if Swearing alone would not preſſe thee: deep-enough int 

: hell, thou addeft curſing to it, a fin of an higher nature 3, which..none 9 
(.. * uſe frequently, bur ſuch as tike Goliab and Shimei, are deſperately wicked, | 
* - Irbeingtheirpeculiar brand in Scripture; as how doth che Holy, Ghoſt ſtig- 7 
matize ſuch an one ? His mouth 3s full of curſing, Plai,to,7, & Rome.3. 14, * 
or, be loveth curſeng,Pſal. 10g 17, and indeed, whom can you obſerveto loxe - 
this ſ1h, or to have their mouths full of curſing ? but Ruffians and {onsef ? 
Beliil, ſuch as have ſhaken out of rheir hearts the fear of God, rheſhame of 


men, the love of heaven, the dread of hell, nor once caring what is 1hoag*t 
or ſpsken of chem here,or what becomes of them hereafter; yea,.obſerve them; 
well, and:you will finde, that they are mockers of all that march not undeg,! 
the pay of the Nevill, De \.+FY 
2. S. And whence do theſe Monſters of the earth, theſe hellith-miſcreants. 1 
theſe bodily and viſeble Devils learn this their damnable curſing and ſwearing? * 
Are not thetr tongues fired and edged from Hell? as Saigny,Fames hath j4t, 
| Jem.z 6. yea, it is the very language of the damned, as you may ſee; Rev.16; ; 
I, 21, Oalytheylearn it here before they come thither, and are ſuch 
|. Proficients therein, that the Devil counts them his beſt ſcholars, and ſers 3 
| them in his higheſt form, Pſal.1.1. And well they deſerve ir, with whom 7 
' the language of hell is ſo familiar, that blaſphemy is become their morher- 
}* *Fongue. Beſides, it isthe very depth of fin, roaring and drinking is the-" 
horſe-way to Hefl ; whoring and cheating the fuot-way 3 but roy and * 
| Curſing follows Korab, Dathan and Abiram. And certainly, if the in ernall A 
Ko 7 be not for theſe men, it can challenge no gveſts. Bur {ce how - 
|  wirleſle,graceleſle, and ſhameleſſe eyen rhe beſt arethar uſe ro curſe 3. for. 
I paſle oyer ſuch as call for a curſe on themſelves, ſaying, God damn me, 
GonforintwaatT ic Devil rake me and the like 3 7 bj ich. Tg 
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"Serdid Swearbrs (hating to be hindred 
Honall man tremble to name ; becauſe I were as good knock at a deaf mans 
£8097, or a dead mans grave, as ſpeak to them, 

*  Z. $. Thogart crofled by ſome one, perhaps thy wife, child, or ſervant, 
orelſe thy horſe, the weather, the dice, bowls, or ſome other of the creatures 
* diſpleaſc thee 3 and thon falleſt a curſing and blaſpheming them, wiſhing 
; The plague of God, or Gods vengeanceto light on them, or ſome ſuch hel- 
liſh ſpeech fals from thy foul mouth. And fo upon every fooliſh trifle,or eve- 
- ry time thou art angry, God muſt beat thy beck, and come down from 
| heayen inall haſt and become thy Officer to revenge thy quarrel, and ſerve 
> thy malicious humour, (O monſtrous impiety! O ſhamelefle impudencie! to 
” beabborred of all that hear ir ) not once taking notice what he commands 
in bis Word, as, Bleſſe them that perſecute you, bleſſe, I ſay, and curſe not, 
 Rom.12.14, And again , Bleſſe them that curſe you , and pray for them 
which hurt Jo, Luk. 6.28. which is the praQtice of all rue Chriſtians 
I Cad. 12. 

| 4 S. Butthisis not one half of thine offence, For whom doeſt thou 
| curſe ? Alas the Creatures that diſpleaſe thee are but Inſtramenn, thy ſinis 
the cauſe , and God the author, 2 Sam.16.11. Pſal.39.9,10. Gen.q5.8, Job 
2.21, from whom thou haſt deſerved ir, and ten thouſand times a greater 
+ crolle ; but in ſtead of looking up from the ftoxe , ro the hand which threw 
| its or from the effedÞ to the cauſe, as Gods people doe 3 thou like a meſtiff 
& dog, ſetreſt npon the ſione or weapon that hurcs thee, Bur in this caſe, Who 
; are you angry withall 2 Docs your horſe, the dice, the rain, or any other 
| creature diſpleaſe you ? Alas, they are but ſervants, and if their Maſter bid 
” ſmire, they muſt not forbear 3 they may ſay truly what Rabbekeh uſurped, 
E Jja, 36.10. Are we come without the Lord ? and all that hear thee may (ay, 
* 35 the Propher did to Senachcrib, 2 King. 19. 22, iwhom haſt thou blaſphe- 
med? and againſt whom baſt thou exalted by ſelf? even againſt the Kily 
| Ont of. Iſael. | | 

| 5. $. Beſides, why doſt thoucurſethine enemie? (if he be ſo) but be= 
-*-cauſethou canſt not be ſuffered ro kill bim, For in heart,and Gods accornt, 
{ thou art a mu7therer, in wiſhing him the pox, plague, or that he were hanged 
; or damncd, Nor will it þe any rare thing at the day of judgment, for curſers 
- to be indiffed of murther. For like Shimet and Golzah ro David ; thou 
| would kill him if thou durſt 3 rhou doeſt kill him (o far as thou canſt, I 
{ would be loath to truſt his hands that bans me with his tongue, Had David 
& been at the mercie of cither Shimei or Goliah, and not too ſtrong for them, 
* he had then breathed his laſt, | 

= Nor isit commonly any fincommirted, or juſt offence given thee 3 that 
> thou curfeſt. Who could have lefle deſerved thoſe curſes and ſtones from 
” Shimmer, then David? Yea, did not that head deſerve to be rongueleſſe, that 
body to be headleſſe , that ſo undeſeryedly curſed ſuch an Innocent? as after 
” ir fell our Forche curſes and ſtones which Shizrez threw at David, reboun- 
E ded upon Shimei, and ſplit bis heart 3 yea, and at laſt knock? our his barns; 
© * and thelike of Go/7ahs curſes 3 which is alſo thy very caſe, For 

6. $. What will be the jfſuc ? the canſlefſe curſe ſhall not come where the 
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in their way 10 bell) are wilfull 


Curſer meant it, Prov.26.2, yea, theugh thou curſeſt, yet God will bleſſe, 
P/al.10g.28. bur thy curſes thall be (ure ro rebound back into thine own' 
breſt, Pſal.9:14,15,16. Prov.14.30. Cutſing mouths are [the itl made Pieces, © 
Fo while men diſcharge ar others, 7ecorl in ſplinters on their own faces, * 
- Their words and wiſhes be but whirlwinds, which being breathen forth, re« 
turn againto the ſame place, As hear howthe Holy Ghoſt delivers it, 
Pſal. rog. As he loved curfing, ſo ſhall it come unto tim 3 and as he loved not 
bleſſing, ſo ſhall it be far from him. As he cloathed himſelf with curſing like a 
garment, ſo ſhall it come into his bowels like water, and like oyl into his bones 3+ | 
tet it be unto him 0s a garment to cover him, and for a girdle wherewith he ſhall 
always be girded, v.17,18,19 Hear this all ye, whoſe tongues ran ſo faſt onthe 
Devils errand, you loyed curſing, you ſhall have it, both upon you, abour ? 
you, and in you, and that everlaſtingly 3 if you perſevere andigg,on 3 for 
Chriſt bimſelf at the laſt day, even he which came to ſave thgworld [ 
ſay unto all ſuch, Depart from me ye curſed into everiing fireg -pre br 
the Devil and bis Angels, Mat.2 5.41. Where they ſhall ds nothing bur cirſe | 
for evermore 3 for they no farther apprehending the goodnefle, merciey + ? 
and bounty of God, then by the ſenſe of their own corments, the (effe&s of  * 
his juſtice)ſhall hate him, and bating him they ſhall curſe him, Rev. 16.11, * 
They (uffer, and they blaſpheme : there is in thema furious malice againſt _ 
him, being curſed ot him, they re-curſe him; they curſe him for making 
themzcurſe him for condemning them,curſe him becauſe being adjudged to. 
death, they can never find death ; they curſe his puniſhments, becauſe they: © 
are {o unf\ferable z curſe bis mercies, becauſe they may never taſte them 3 
curſe the bloud of Chriſt ſhed on the Cyoſe,becauſe it hath ſarisficd for milli= 
ons and done their unbelieving ſouls no goodzcurſe the Angels and Saints in, * 
heaven, becauſe they {ce themin joy ang themſelves,4n torment 3 Curſings 
ſhall be their ſins, and their chiefnals Blaſphemaes efeir rayergg .Lacryme: . 
their notes, Lamentaticn all their barmony;z theſe ſhall be thr1eyeping: +} 


A, / 


J. 


ſongs, their merning ſongs, their mourning ſongs ſor ever and Ever,: And! ;* 


indeed, who ſhall go to Hell, if Curſers ſhould beleft out ? Wherefore let; © 
all choſe learn to blefle, that look to be heirs of the bleſſing. 36. 
7. $. Butto be in in Hell, and there continue everlaſtingly in a bed of. *: 
quenchleſſe flames, is not all, For this is the portion, even of Negative and. 
viceleſſe Chriſtians ; if they þe not vertuous. Of ſach as do not ſwear ex- 


cept theyfear an oath. Thar abound in good duties, if they doe themnot | 


out of faith, and becauſe God commands them ; that he may be glorified,” 
and others edified thereby, Whereas thou deeſt ſupererogate of Satan, in, 
damning many fpuls beſides thine own. Thou baſt had a dauble portion 
of fin, to other men here 3 -and therefore muſt have a double portion of tor- 
- ment to them hereafter. The number and meaſure of thy torments, ſhall: 
be according to the multitude and magnitude of thine offences, Rev.20.12,13 
& 22.12, Luk, 12.47. Mat.10.15. Rom.2.5,6. And thoſe« ences, it b 


could ſtand to 9ggravare them by their ſeverall circumſtances, would appear: 4 


to be out of meaſure great and wumeroys, Ile mention bur. one: _—_ 
of ten, | | Ws MY 


4 4 . 
454 
" / ” 
F. +3"! a F 7 % 
- mn Re : » ” WE L Þ* : x xs gt 004 Pl 
. 2 : « =. . 4+ br, To + Ex c : 7 Y £ 
—Y £ ' TY att Ea, ne: Toy EG 4 


% " -#* ts : 
>ha_ A ye 
77 cf 


9 Like a malicious man fie of the plagueyhe dnfefts others and they ſyread it 
” With thy ſwearing and curſing, thou doeſt' riot only wound thine own 


* 


; ſoul worſe then the Baalites wounded their own bodies ; ( fot rhou wilfully 


_—_—_——— 


| miſchief; fot thoudraweft vengeance upon thouſands, by thy infe&iou 


' and damnable example; as how can it be otherwiſe ? Thou doeft.not only. * 


| infetthy companions; but almoſt all that heer, or come near/ thee, : Yeaz 
| Iittle. children in the Rreets, have learnt of. thee to rap out oaths, and belch 
|  onteurſes and ſcoffsalmoſt as frequently #s thy ſelf ; and through thy accu» 
* Romacie ſwearing learned to ſpeak Engliſhand Oaths togetherzand foto blaſ- 
|  pheme God almoſt {o ſoon as he hath made them, And not only ſo, bar 


thy example infets others 3, and they ſpread it abroad to more, like a ma- 


, licious may fck of the plague, that runs into the throng to diſperſe his infe- 
Gag whoſe miſchief outweighs all penalty, Ic is like the ſetting a mans 
owNe houſe on fire, it burnes many of his neighbours houſes , and he 


ſhall anſwer for all the ſpoil, Fo that the inſeion- of fin is much worſe 


then the af. | | 
| 8, &, Nor wilrthou ceaſe to fin when thou ſhalt ceaſe tolive 3 but thy 
| wickedneſſe will continue longer then thy life. For as if we ſowgood works, 
| Jucceſſion ſhall reap them, and we ſhall be happy in making them ſo 3 ſo on 
# the contrary, wicked men leave their evill praffices 10 pofterity, and though 
4 dead, are ftillrempting untoſin, and Kill they fin in that tempration , they 
; fin ſolong as theycaule fin, This was Jer»boams caſe, in making Iſfael to 
ſin: for ler him be dead, yer ſo leng as any worſhiped his Calves, Jerobo= 
«an tinned. Neither was his fin ſoon forgotten 3 Nadab his ſon, and Ba- 
aſha bis ſucceſſour 3 Zimi,and omri,and Ababgand Ahaziab, and Jehoran:s 
al] theſe walked the wayes of Jeroboam which made Iſrael to fin 3 and not 
rhey alone,bur millions of the people with them. So that itis eaſie for a mans 
fin 10 live when himſelf is dead3and ro lead that exemplary way to Hell,which 
by the number of his followers, ſhall continually aggrayate his rorments, 
As, O what infinite rorments doth Mahomet indure ! when every Turk that 
periſheth by his jughing, does dayly adde to the pile of his unſpeakable hor- 


ſouls which miſcarry through the contagion of his evill example. And look 
ror, for the bloxd of ſo many ſouls as thou haſt ſeduced will be required at thy 


is through the contagion of thy evill example numerous, For is not the Goſ= 
* peſlanaihe name of 


" andan evill ſcandall raiſed upon che whole C 
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_, their own converſion? Which makes me wonder that Swearers, Drichatary 
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}  wwitlereft thine own ſoul, and that withour any inducement, as hath been. 
| proved.) But thou art fo pernicious, that this is the leaſt part of oy. 


rors. And ſo each inner, according to his proportion, and the number of 


God blaſph-1med among the wy Tu'hs, Jews, and Infidels 3 
"Ms 


© neigbbours heuſes. Yea, the good Chirurgeon cuts off a rotten member be 1 


| ſmart for their fins : they will return to them again uncill they periſh, Re- f| 


OE vent Tue I nuns a fu a BE La, Eb.” 
abroad to more : whereby be ceaſe th 161 ih rempr, when he ceaſtth fo lve, b, 
and all ſuch wicked and prophane wretches,/ are not (like dirt in rhC-bbut // 
bf God) thrown' our into the ſtreet, by excommunication : Or as exertmenty © 
and bad humours in mans bedy, which is never at tte till ir be rhereve diff 
burthened ; as 4#ftin well notes, That they are not marked with'a black 
coal of infamy, and their company avoided, -as bythe ApoftleSofder 'they 
ought, Rom,16.17. 2 Theſſ.3.6, 14. Eph.5.5,9- 3 Cory.5, It. 1 Tim.1,20, | 
That they are not to us as Lepers were among the Jews 3 or as men 41 | 
of plague ſores are amongſt us. We well know the good husband mah Weeds * 
his fe/d of hurtfull plants, that they may not ſpoil the good corn, 'Ard When © 
fire hath'raken an houſe, we-uſe to pull it down, leſt it ſhould 'fire alſd'the 1 


 # t 


rites, that the ſound may not be endangered,- Nor will che Churth' of 
England ever flouriſh or be-bappy in her Reformarzon, untill ſuch a urſt ig 
rakeg, EE ge 47000 ” 1x70 
MEM y.q 00 - OY 
Swearer, Sir, T1 unfainedly bleſſe God, for what t have heard from you; Pls 
formerly, I had not the leaſt thought 1th1t ſwearing by faith, troth, or atty ofhiey 
creature, was ſu grievous a ſin, as you have made it appear from the Word,” Ad 
I ope it (ball be a ſufficient warning to me for time to come. © 
1. S. Meſſenger, If ſo, you have cauſe to bleſſe God indeed, For all of 
you bave heard the ſelf-ſame Word 3 bur one goes away betiered, ortiers 2xg- 
ſperated and inraged, wherein //only makes the difference, And whs # 
makes rhe difference of Wills, but God that made them ? Herhat ceat | | 
the new heart, leaves a fone in one boſome, puts flefh into another, ** © * 
2. $ Ofhearers thereare uſvially four ſorts, #ar.13.19,to 24, as firſt, ? 
an honeſt and good heart, will not return from hearing the Word unbettered, 
Yea he will ſo note whar is ſpokeh to bis own fin, that ir ſhall increaſe kis 
knowledge, and leſſen bis vices, As who by looking in'a Waſſe ſhall py ſhots 
in bis face, and will not forthwith wipe them out ? A wiſe man will nor 
have one fin twice repeated unto him. And theſe may be reſembled to wax, 
which yeeldeth ſooner to the ſeal, then ſteer] to the lamp. Bur rs Ol 
3. $. Secondly, others are like Tullies ſtrange ſoi/;much pain leaves then) Z 
Kill as dry as duſt. Or the Wolfe in the emblem, which though the ſuckt,#b8.” | 
Goat, kept notwithſtanding her wolviſh nature ſtill, For ſpeak what catihE" 2 
ſpoken to them, ir | ewe 4 paſſes away like the ſound ofa Bel! that is rule © : 
et teſtimonies and examples never fo much concern them, they prove fig. 
other then as ſo many charafters writ inthe water, which leave no impreſs 
fion behinde them, Who may be reſembled to an Hour-glafſe or Conduir, 
that which in one Gur runnethin, the ſame in another hour runneth out _ > 
again, Or the Smiths Iron, put it into the fire, it is much ſoftened 3 again, #þ 
put it into the water, 'tis harder then before. Yea, let them never ſo much, 


ſembling ſome ſi Ily fly?,which being bear from the candle an hundred times ,* 
and oft tinged therein, yer will return to it again untill ſhe be canſantd,, ' | 
Prov.,33e35 Allthoſe Beaſts which went into the Arke unclean, came like: 
wiſcour wnolean,. | a, | oo 
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To capfe 13 murther : to ſputn at the Meſſenger, | 
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- 4» $,. Thirdly, another ſort will very orderly hear the Word, and de- 
ightin it 3 ſo long as the Minifler ſhall rove in generalities , preach 
lirtle'or nothing tothe purpoſe : Bur if once he touch them to the quick 


theirs, as John Bapriſt ſerved Herod 3 then they will turn their backs upon 
him, and hear him no farther, as thoſe Fews ſerved our Saviour, Joh.6, 66. 
\ (The Athenians Paul, Atts 17.16, to 34. and Ahab Micaiah, 1 King, 22,8, 


© $. YH. Soreger you know are much grieved.to look upon the Sun, Bank 


canna abide the _— of their counting books, nor doe deformed 
' Fees love to Jooke themſelves in a true Glefſe, For which read. John 3, 
I9, 20, I. EEE 29 
Y Bur ler ſuch men knoy, that to flye from the light, and reje& the means, 
uts them out of all hope, Thar {zn is paſt cure, which nr #9 from, and re- 
ſerh the cure, Deut.17,12, Provag.i, As whatislight ro them that will 
* ſhut their eyes againſt ir ? or reaſon ro them that will ſtop their Ears from 
bearingir? If thoſe murtherers of the Lord of life, A#.2.23, had refuſed to 
hear Peters ſearching Sermon, in all probability chey had never been pricke 
In their hearts, never been ſaved, ver.37, 38- And take this fora rule, 
if ever you ſcea drowning man retuſe help , conclude him a wilfull 
murtherer. 


6. S. Fourthly and laſtly, (for I paſſe by thoſe blocks that goe to Church - 


as dogs doe only for company , and can hear a powerfull Minſter for ewen- 
ty or thirty years together, and minde no more what they hear then the ſeats 
they fit on, or the ſtones they tread 0n.) There are a generation of Hearers 
who when a Minft:7 does plainly reprove them for their fins, and declare 
the judgments of God duc unto the ſame, to the end they may repent and 
beleeve, that ſo they may be ſayed ; will carp andfret, and ſpurn againſt the 
very Word of Ged for being ſo tharp and ſearching ; and thereupon perſecure 
the Meſſenger, asthe Princes and falſe Prophets did Jeremiah, Herodiss Zobn 
Baptiſt, and the Phariſees Cbrift, 

7. $. And this God takesas done to himielf;5 What ſaith Paul? 1 Cor. 
7.10. 1 have not ſpoken, but the Lord: and therefore as the Lord (aid unto 
Saul, Aﬀs 9.4. that he perſecuted him, (though in heaven; ) fo they which 
ixefiſt any truth delivered out of the irord, doe refiſt God himlelf, and not 
his Meſlenger, as evidently appears by theſe Scriptures, Pſal. 44. 32. and 
7#.4- 10,18. 22,:3, & $3.2,5,6, & $9,50,51. & 139. 20. Prove 19.3, 
Rom.1.30. & 9. 20, Matr10,22, & 25.45. I Sam. 17.45. (ai, 37. 4, 22, 
23,28, At.5.39 &9 4,5. Job49.4. 1 Theſſ.4 8, Jobn 15. 20,to 26. Numb, 
16.11. I S4n.8.7, Mark 9.42, Pſal 79.12, 2 Kings 2.24,  O that the Goſpels 
eremics would but ſeriouſly conſider theſe Scriptures,and be warncd by them, 
For certainly ic is neither wiſe, good, nor ſafe, either reſiſting or angring 
him, thar-can anger every vain of their hearts, Yea, God hath Meſſengers of 
w/ath for them thar deſpiſe che Meſſengers of his love, 

$. $. Buhear why clicy ſo mo.rally hate the naked truth, Becauſe it i$ 


, the word by which they are condemned ; they {oath as much to hear ir, as a 


|. priſoner doth abhor co hear his ſentence from the ju{t Judge, And indeed 


> 4 
* ” A. , "A 
2 9,4.” RX oat hf oF 
: dag: A As FE m ” bf 2» - 


drive an application home to their conſciences: touching ſome one {in of 
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/ if many (as we know by experience) love not to hear the worſt of their 

| temporal cauſes, and caſes 3 nor yer of their bodily diftempers , with which - 
their lives or eſtates be indangered, How much more will wicked men des  * 
cline from ſeeing their bainous abominations, and themſelves guilty of 'Helf , - © 
and eternall damnation though thereof there be an abſo]ute neceflity, if ever 

' they be ſayed, - ww 

- 9. $. Guiltyſinners love application as dearly as a dog does a cudgell. And * 

* no marvail, for what Leaper will rake pleaſure inthe ſearching of his ſores? 
Nor were Satan his Crafts-maſter, 1f he did permit them : For if they 

_ could clearly ſee the loathſomneſiE of their impieries, it were not poſſible 
not to abhor them, not to abhor themſelves for them 3 but their blindne 
makes them loye their own filthineſſe,as Ethiopians do their own ſwarthineſſe: - 

| . Beſides, they lovenor to have their conſciences awakened , but would ſleep - 
quietly in their ſins. And he that defires to ſleep, will have the curtains. 

' drawn, the light ſhut out, and no nozſe made, Whence as good meatesy are: 
unwelcome to ſich perſons: ſo is good counſell to obſtinare and reſolved ſinners, 1 
Tell them of their ſwearing, drinking, whoring, ci eating; they will fret» and _..,} 
chafe, and fume, and ſwell, and ſtorm, and be ready to burſt again to hear it; © 
But let envy ſwear, ſwell, and burſt 3 rruth muſt be ſpoken. And indeed | 
why ſhould not Gods ſervants take as free liberty in reproving, as the Devils 

' ſervants take /berty in offending ? Shall not the one be as lond for God, as 

| theother are for Baa] and Belzebub? x | 

., 1o. $. Yea, admoniſh them never ſo #1i/dly, they will ſay we take too much .. 

9 uponus : as Corgh and his complices twitted Moſes, Numb,16,3- not knows 

\. ing how ftrily God commands and Tequires it , Lev,19, 17. 2 Tim 2.29. 

 Exek.3.18, ro 23, 2 Pet.2,7,8. Whence asthe Chief Prieſts anſwered Fudas, 

. hat #that to 5? ſo they will blaſpheme'G2d, tear Chyift in pieces, and more 
then berray, even ſhed his innocent bloud, digging into his ſide with oaths, 

© and ſay, when told of it, What zs that to 5? when they might as well ſay, 
Wnat is Chrift tows ? what is heavento us ? or what is ſalvation to us? for to 
us the one cannot be without the other : we ſhall never inherit part of his 

. glo yin heaven,if we do not take his glorjes part upon earth. And with God 
it is much abouc one, whether we be ders of evill, or noÞinderers. For if 
we mult nor ſee our neighbours oxe, nor his ſheep goe aſtray, or fall into a pit, 
but we muſt reduce him, and help him out of it, Deut.22,1, weare much more 
bound to help our neighbour himſelf from droping into the bottomleſſe pit 
of He#F, And what know we but we may winne cur brother, and ſo ſave his 
ſoul, Mat.18.15, - 

It. S$. They will bifle like Serpents, if we trouble their neſts never ſo 
little. Andits aſure figntheboyſe is galled that ſtirs roo much when he is 
rouched, But what are theſe men ike, and how are they like ro ſpeed in 
the end? they are like the Thraczan flint that burns with water, and is quen=- 7 
ched with oil : their ſoulsare the worſe for Gods endeavour to better them; »' 'þ 
His holy precepts and prohibrtions 3 doe either harden them, 3s the Sun bar ® 
dens Clay, and cold water hot iron ; or-el{e they enrage them, as a furious me- 4 

ſtiff Dogs the madder for his chain, _ 
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eomes-. not within the compalle of their five ſenſes) think that becauſe 
God ſtrikes not, be minds not, Pſal. 50.21, Becauſe ſentence agarnſt an 
evill work is not executed ſpeedily, rherefore the heart of the children | 
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A cuſtomary ſwearing and curſing, ſears up the conſcience. 


_— 


12, $, Bur to becxaſperated with good counſell, and in ſtead of peni- 


repreved ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and. that without remedy : ſee more Prov, 
1.2 425,26,to 33. Whence it is the Prophet tells Amazzah, 1 know that God 


bath derermined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt done this and baft n91 obeyed 
wy counſel, 2 Chron.25.16,20, and that the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of Elyes 
_ fons, ſaith that they would not hearken unto, nor obey the yoice of their 


father, becauſe the Lord was determined to deſtroy them 3 n Sam. 2.25, Yea, 
It is an obſervation of Livie, that when the deſtruion of a perſon or Nation 


"Is deſtined: then the wholſome warnings both of God and Man, are ſer at 
| npught. And in reaſon thar ftn is paſt all cure which ſtrives againſt the cure, 
' Ker 


"and pruning, are to be roored out, or hewn down, Even ſalvation it ſelf will 


s that are worſe for watering, Trees that are lefie fruitfull for dunging 


not ſave thoſe char ſpill the pation , and fling away the plaſter, When God 


' would have cured Babylon, and ſhe would nor be cured, then ſhe is given up 
.to deſtruftion without further warning, 


13. S. lenorant Worldlinges ( who will beleeve nothing which 


of men, is fully ſet ia then to doe evill, as Solomon ſpeaks, Eccleſ. $8.11, They 
are like the Iſraelites, 1.Sam.12,15,to 20, they will not beleeve withour a 
mrracte; and it will be a miracle if ever they be ſaved, For ſhould they 
ſee miracle upon miracle 3 (ould God forthwith irike one dead with a 
thunderbolt, and rain down fire and brimſtone upon another, and cauſe the 
Earth to ſwallow down 3 third quick while they are blaſpheming him : they 
would be as far from belceving as they were before 3 as the examplesof the 
old world, the Sodomitcs, Pharaohy Balaam, 4hab, Belſhazzar, Malchus, and 
thoſe great Clerks, the Scrtbes and Phariſces, together with thouſands of- the 
Jews, ſuſkciently manifeſt. 

Yea, itis eaſier for a man poſſeſt with many Devils to be diſpoſſeſt 3 ro 
raiſe one from the dead 3 or to turn a ſtone into flsſh (in which God ſhouid 
meet with no oppoſition) then perſwade an habituared Swearer to beleev* 
theſe enſuing precepts, prediff/ons, teflimonics of the Gouſpell, or any ocher ſa- 


ving truth, Mat.5.20. & 12,36. & 25 39, t0 46, 2 Theſſ.1,7,8,9. & 2,12, - 


Heb 12.14 29. Reva, it, to the end, Nant,29.19,20, Prov.1.24.t0 33s» 

14. $. Well may they beleeve whar the World, the Fleſh, and the Dewill 
ſuggeſts unto them: As Satan (that he may make ſmooth their way to 
perdicion) will perſwade the moſt zmpudeat and inſolent finrers , Drunkards, 


Adiltercrs, Blaſphemers, Sabbath-breakers, Bloodthirſty Murtherers, Perſecus 
" ers of the Godly, and contemn?rs of Religina,that they may take liberty ro con» 


tinue their ſenſuall Iufts, by .a reſtimony of Scripture, and apply Chriſts paſſion 


as a warrant for their licentiouſneſſe; his death as a licence ro fin, his czaſſe 
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"rency ro break into _cholerz when fury ſparkles in thoſe eyes which ſhould | 
guſh_ out with water ; it is an evident ſign of one that ſhall perith, Prov, | 
'29. 1. Read the words and tremble, aman that hardueth his neck being often 
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The I:fſe ſenſible the more ſick, The more pettie the oath the greater the ſm. 13, N 
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' head bis drum of Rebellion with bis pardon: they live as if the Goſpell were 
- quite contrary to the rule of the Law 3 oras if God were neither to be 
_ feared nor cared for; Hence they exerciſe their ſaucie wits in prophane 
. ſcoffs at Religion, and diſgrace that bloyd, whereof hereafter they would give 
e thouſand worlds for one drep * hence they tear heaven with their blaſphemes, 
and bandie thedreadfull name of, God,in their impure and polluted mouths, 
by their bloody oaths and execrations';- kence they are ſo witleſſe ,' gract» 
leſſe, and ſhameleſſe 3 as to ſwear and curſe even as dogs bark, Yea, they 
have ſo (worn away all grace, that they count it a grace to {wear z and are 
ſo far from beleeving what God threatens in his Word againſt fin, and 
what is affirmed of his juſtice, and ſeverity in puniſhing all wilfull, and im- 
penitent ſinners with erernall deſtsuQion of body and ſoul : that they pre- 
tume io have part in that merit, which in every part they have ſo. abuſed; 
to be purged by thar bloud, which now they rake all accafions to diſgrace z; 
to be ſaved by the ſame wounds and bloud, which they fwear by, and'fo often 
ſwear away z to have Chriſt an Advocate for them in the next life, when 
they art Advocates againſt Chriſt in this : that heaven will meer them'ar- 
their laſt hour, when all their life long, they have galloped in the beaten” 
rode toward hel, And thar though they live like ſwine all their life long , 
yet one cry for mercy ar the laſt gaſp, ſhall z-ansform them into Saints, And: 
* thisis the ſtrong faith, they are ſo apt to boaſt of, viz. preſumption, not confi- 
dence ; Or rather, Hope #ighted out of its wits, For not withſtanding all 
this, in beleeving the Scriptures, they fall ſhort of the Devils themſelves, 
For the Devils doe really beleeve that God is no lefle true and juft then he is 
merciful 3 as his Word declares himto be : and thereupon they tremble as 
$, Fames bath ir, Fames 2.19, whereas theſe men beleeve not a word that 
G.d ſpeaks, fo as to be bertered by it. | | 
15, $. And no marvaj], for their wont hath been to beleeve Saran rae: - 
ther then God; as did our firſt parents, Gen.z. Therefore now after 
they have reje&ed all means of grace, when they are ſo cruſted in their vil- 
lanie, that cuſtome is become a ſecond or new nature: God (that he may pu- 
niſh their hardnelle and exceſle in ſin, with furrher obduration,) not only 
delivers them up to Satan, the God of this world ; who ſo blrades their mindesy 
and dcludes their underflandings that the light of the glorrous Goſpell of Chrif 
ſhall not ſhine unto them, 2 Cor.4.3;4. Eph.2.2. '2 Theſſ.2,9, But he gives | . 
them up, even to a reprobate jydement, to the hardneſſe of their brarts, azd to 
walk in their owne connſels,” Pjal. $1,11.12. Rom.1.21,to32, And better 
be given up to Satangas the irceſtuous Corinthian was, then thus to be given 
up. For he was thereby converted and ſaved, as God uſed rhe matter : ma- 
. king the Scorpion a medicine againſt the ſting of the Scorpion : rhe Horſeleech 
a meansto abate the viczow and ſuperfluous bloyd ; fo ordering Satans craft 
and malice, to ends which himſelf intended not. - 
- - Whereas theſe are given over 3 as a deſperate Patiem is given over by his - 
Phyſitian when therc is no hope of his recovery, As thus, Becauſe they will 
| not receive the truth in loves that they might beſaved : for this cauſe God giuks 
| them up 10-ftrong deluſions, that ey ſhould beleeve [yes ; that alt they might be. 
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are the yerywords of the holyGboſt,z Theſſ,2.10,1 1,12.1f any would ſee more 
touching the wofull condition of a deluded world/ing ; and how Satan guls 
wicked men with a world of miſpriſcons, that he may the better cheat them 


priſon 5 for in thisI Rudy all poſſible brevity, bein 
or cloythe Swearer ; who 1s commonly fhort breath'd in well-doing 3 and 
leſt adding more ſhould hinder him from hearing this: for Satan and his 
corrupt heart will not condeſcend , he ſhall hold out to htar his beloved 
fin ſo.ſpoken againſt, 

| MEMB, 5. | 


I, s: Only I will inſert a few notions, aphoriſms, or concluſions, rouch- | 


ing the former point of Gods forbearing to puniſh the moſt flagirious [in- 
ers when they fo horribly provoke him ? togerher with ſome pregnant ex=- 
amples of ſome that he hath executed Martial. Law upon, even in this life. 
Cornelius Gallus (not to mention many, nor any that every Author ſets 

” down) dycdin the very af of his flthinsſe, as Plutarch well notes, Nitin- 
= gall, Parſon of Crondall in Kent, was ſtruck dead in the Pulpit, as he was 
belching our his ſpleen agninlt religion and zealous prefeſſors of the Goſpel. It 
was the uſual imprecation of Henry Earl of Schuartgbourg,Let me be drow- 
nedina Fakes,it it be not ſo; and ſuch was his end. You may remember 

one Lieutenant of the Tower was hanged; it had wont to be his uſuall impre= 
cation, as he confefled at his death, Earl Godwin wilhing at rhe Kings Ta- 

ble that the bread he eat might choke him if he were guilty of 4{phreds death, 
whom he had befofe (lain ; was preſently choked, and fell down dead : Yea 

his lands alſo ſunk into the Sca, and are called Godwins ſands : where thou- 

| Tands fince have made ſhipwrack, It was uſuall with John Peter mentioned 

in the book of Martyres to ſay ; if it be nor true, I pray God I may rot 


ere Idye:; and God ſaying Amen to it, he.rotted away indeed, A Ser . 


ving-man in Lizcoln-ſhire for every tritle uſed to (wear, Gods preezous bloud, 
and would not be warned by his friends to leave it : inſomuch that hearing 
the bell role in the very anguith of deathyhe ſtarted up in his bed and ſware, 
the former oath that bell roled for him : whereupon immediately the 
bloud moſt fearfully iflued, as it were, in ſtreams from all parts of his body 
not one place left free and Þ dyed. Popiel King of Poland had 
' ever . this wiſh in his mouth; Tf it be nor true, I would the Rats 
might ear me ; and ſo it came to paſſe : for he was ſo aſſailed by them art a 


> banquer, that neither his guards, nor fire, nor water could defend him from + 


them; as Munſicr mentions, The Fews ſaid, Let his bloud be upon us and 
” _mnponour children ; and what followed ? ſrxteen hundred years are now paſt, 
* * fince they withed themſelves thus wretched ; and have they 'not ever ſince, 
+. been the. hate, and ſcorne of the world > Did they not (many of them ) 
 * livero (ce their Ciry buried in aſhes, and drowned in blond: to ſee themſelves 


mous 2 ſpe@xcle of miſery anddeſolation? they have had what they called 
. forto the full ; andir's juſt thar they who ſong for a curſe, ſhould'bave tr : 
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'Y ; damned who beleeve not the truth, but take pleaſure in unrighreouſneſſe : they | 


of theit ſouls ; Let them read The Drunkards Charader, and The Cure of Miſ- 
[oath either to ſurfeit © 


#0 Netion ? Wasthere ever any people under heaven , that was made ſo fa- 
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in our ſtreets ; blaſphemy and execration muſt confeſle that they have their 
due wages, Blaſphemers live ſwearing,and dye ravings it is but their wages. 

2. $. He puwſheth ſome in the Syubwbs of hell, that they might never 
come into the Cty zt ſe/f, The evil he now ſuffers uncorreFed,ke refers to be 
condemned. Sin knows the doom, it mult ſmart here, or hereafter, Outward 
plagues are but favour in compariſon of ſpiriruall 7udgments ; and ſpiritual 
Judgments bur light, to eternall torments. God does nor puniſh all flagitious 
ſenners here 3 that he may allow ſome ſpace xo repent ; and that none may 
doubt his promiſe of a Generall Judgment:nor does he forbear all here,leſt the 
world ſhould deny his providence, and queſtion his juſtice. 

M Ems, 6, 
1. S$. But whatdo Lurge reaſon to men of areprobate judgment ? to ads 


| monith them, is to no moſt purpoſe , then if one ſhould ſpeak ro [ife-leſſe 


Feones, or ſenſc-leſſe plants, or wii-leſſe beaſis ; tor they will never fear any 
thing till they be in He/f fire ; wheretore God leaves them to be confuted 
with fire and brimſtone, fince nothing elſe wil doe it, If there be any here 
that beleeve a Reſurreion (as I hope better things of ſome of you) all ſuch 
I wculd beſeech, by the mercies of God before mentioned ; that they would 
not be {o deſperately wicked, asto meck their admoniſher, ſcoff at the means 
to be ſayed, and make themſelves merry, with their owne damnations ; but 
that they would entertain this meffuage as if it were an Epift/e ſent from 
God himſelf, to invite and call them to repentance. Yea,confider ſerioully 
what I have {aid, and do not, Ohdo not mock at Gods Word, nor ſport away 
your ſouls into thoſe pains which are eaſel/eſſe, exdleſſe, and remedileſſe. . Shal 
we g7ve an account at the day of judgement for every idle word we ſpeak, Mat. 
12.36. and never give a reckoning for our wicked ſwearing and curſing? 


"we ſhall be judged by our words, v 37. 


' Are you willing to be ſaved 2? it you are, Break off your ſus by repentance, 
Dan.4.27. Ceaſe 18 doewill, lcarn to dee well, Iſai,1.16.17, Seriouſly grieve 
and bewail for the millions of times that you have blaſphcemed God and. 
pierced your Sav/oR/y and never more commit the like impicty, Yea, doe 


not only leave your ſwearing, but fear an Oath and make conſcience of ir , 


reſolve not to take the glorious name of God in yain, nor place any other 
cteature in his roome : though the D&wiÞ ſhould ſay unco you, as once he 
did to Chriſt, All this will 1 give thee, For it is not enough that we abſtaine 
fromevill, unleſſe we hare ir alſo, and doethe contrary good; SanfÞifie the 
Lord Godin your heart, 1 Pet 3.15- Make a covenant with your mouth as Job 
did with his eyes, and ſer a watch before the door of your lips, that you thus 
cft:nd not with your tongue, Pſal.141 3, | 


z. S. Which if you dee rightly, the like care to ar oid all other fins will 


neccfl:rily follow : becauſe he that ſears 10 commit one fin out of conſci- 


ence , and becauſe God toi bics ir, will upon the ſame ground, fear all thag + 


ta» law ferbice and a» Leantily, and untaincdly dcfiie that Le may nevir 
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yet how many among us, do familiarly curſe tho® Fives, children, Fa (0 
' Nor is it ſeldome that God payes them in their own cozn; men prophane _ © 
Gods name, and he makes their names to flinke, When the peſtilence rageth | 
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© commit it, as that Grd ſhould never impure it, 2 Tim.2.19. Neither can 4 


j : | 3ng, Lev.l 2.6. 


. omitted , is enough to caſt thee into hell; for the wages of ſin (any ſin be 


mo — Fr” y 12." .* WIS. © =" 0" Tee - 
Ga do %x th _ =” % »” * : © x $M 
ZE £18 OFDEM: JO F{/ 40 = 
0 Lag A 3 
i. 6 , . 4 : : 


> R wy HERS” "a TER 2 P is & _ 
$$ 5 CT > 4 ot ; " ”" : 3+ 4-4 >? Ke ys 
mh, % LEP LY 2:8 ps a - 8; eh #3 2M F; Fi A as : 8 Pe ae 
"_e”. , : - . £ * Yo 3 * Oe "7 . &t 5 [ 4 Y | : 
ba » - y * . » 4 - . - 


" 


ANY + 
o 
& / 


- y 


regencrate mind confiſt with a derermination to continue in any one linz'as 
when Chriſt caſt out one Dev7ll, we read thar he caſt our all, even the whole 
Legion, Mark 5.2.8:c, And he that makes not ſome conſcience of all fin, 
makes no true conſcience of any ſen. | 

And the (ameis to be underſtood alſo of duties commanded, for the ſame 
law which injoins us to bate and for fake all fin, commands us alſo to ſtrive 
after univerſal obedience to every precept, And it is a true rule,he that hath nor 


in himall Chriſtian graces in their meaſure, bath none; and be that hath } 


any one truly,hath all. He chatis not ſanRified in every part, is truly 
ſanRified in no part, x Pet,1.15. 2 Pet.3.11, Mat,5.48. 2 Tim.3.19, 2 Cor. 
7.1. And the leaſt lin allowedof, be ir bur a vaine thought, or one duty | 


it never ſo little) # death, Rom.6.23. Jam.r.15. Yea admit thou hadſt never 
ated anythe leaſt evill in all thy life,. it were not enough to ſave thee from 
hell, much lefſe to bringrhee to heaven, for wemeed no more to condemn 
uszthen whar we brought into the World with us, Genez.17. Pſal, 51.5, Rom, 
5.12, Whence the new born chi[d in the law was commanded to offer a ſin offer- 


3.S. Wherefore as you tender the good of your own ſoul,ſer upon the work 
preſently before the Dyawbridge be taken up; provide with Ioſeph tor the dearth 
ro.come3With Nogh,in the days of thine health,build the 47% of a good conſci- | 
ence againſt the floods of ficknefle. Imitate the Ant,who provides her meat in 
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Summer forthe Winter following, Yea,do it whilſt the yearning bowels,the 


bleeding wounds,and compaſſionate arms of Jeſs Chriſt lie open to receive 
you, Whiles you have health.and /ife and means,and t7me to repent,and make 
your peace with God in Chriſt,as youtender I ſay the everlaſting happinefle | 
&wel-fare of your almoſt loſt and drowned ſoul,as you expe or hope forgrace 
ar mercy , for joy and comfort, for heaven and ſalvation,for endlefle bliſſe and 


_ glotyar the laſt, As you would eſcape the direful wrath of God, the bitter ſen- 


rence and door of Criſt, the never dying ſting, and worm of conſcience, the tor= 
menring and ſoul-ſcorching flames of hel,ang everlaſting ſeparation from Gods 
bliſsſall preſence, abjare and utterly renounce all wiltull and aff:Red evillz 
and in the firſt place this abominable fin of ſwearing and curſing. 

- 4.S. The which Grace if you would obtain, omit nor to pray for the aſlt- 
ſtance of Gods ſpirit, otherwiſe thy ftrength is (mallz yea, except God give 
thee repentance,and removes all impediments that may binder,: hou canſt no 
more zurn thy ſelf,chen thou couldſt ar firft maker! y ſelf.We are nor ſuficient 


_ of onr ſelves to thinke, much lefle to ſpeak, leaſt of all tro doe ought thar 1s 


good, s C0T.3-5. Job. 15.4.5. We arcſwift ro all evill, but ro any good 712+ 
moveable, Wherefore beg of God that he will give you a new heart,and when 
the heart is changed, all the members will follow after it, asthe reſt of the 
crexures afcer the Sun when it ariſeth, Importune him for grace, that thou 
mayeſt firmly reſolve, ſpeedily begin,and continually perievere in doing and 
ſuffering bis boly will. Deſire bim ro regenerate thy heart, change and pu- 


W*, rific thy nature, lubdus thy reaſon, reQikie cby judgment, returm and ſt:cng- 
*. OE Fe abun ba. | rhen 
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then thy will, renew thy affeions, and beat down in rhee whatfoeyer Hands N 
in oppoſitionro the Scepter of Jeſus Chriſt, Only this ler me adde, Be ſure +. 
you wholly and only reſt on your Saviour Teſs Chriſt for ſalvation, abhor- 
ring to attribute or aſcribe ought to doing: for our very r1ghteouſneſſes are 
as filthy rags, Eſa,64.6. And the ſole pryfedtion of a Chriſtian, is the imputati- 
en of Chriſts righteouſneſſe,and the not OTA of bis own unrighteouſneſs; 
a rule which weare very apt to [werve fromgither on the right or left hand? 
wherefore if you would not erre,oblcrve this golden mean,endeavor to live as © 
| if there were no Goſpel,and to dye as if there were no law. And now. for cone | -. 
cluſion, if thou receiveft any power againſt this grear evil, forget nor to'be 
thankfull, and when God hath the fruit of his mercies, he will nor. #1 Ire to 
ſow much where he reaps much: and ſo having ſer before you bfc and death, 
I leave youto chooſe which of them you like beſt. Only think what account 
you ſhall give of that you have read 3 for if this warning prevail not, it-is 
much to be feared the next will be that of The ſoz of inan, Mar. 25.41- De« 


part from me, &c. P oft- ſcript, 


by 


Ye that fear God, of have afly bowels of compaſſion towards the 


precious ſouls of thoſe poor ignorant men, Women, and children, 
whom you hear to ſwear and curſe as Dogs bark; (that is not more 
of curſtneſſe then our of cuſtome;) wiſh them to read theſe few pages,neither | 
count it asa thing indiffzrent which may either be done or diſpenſed withs. 
all ; for beſides that, God hath commanded the duty of admonition,, Heb.3. 
13. 2 Tim.2.25, and commended the praQiſe ot it, Rev. 1,2,6, and condemned - 
the contrary, v.20, If you do not it, or the like, you hate your brother, Lev, 
| 19.17. and make your ſelf guilty both of his fin and ruine, Ezek. 3. 18, ro 
22, For as none but a Cain will fay, Am I my brothers Keeper? fo theſe could 
| Never continue their curſing and ſwearing as they doe 2? if they were bur. fo.) 4 
| happy as to meet with timely and faichfull admonition, Nor canyon. love '. 
God and patiently hear theſe miſcreants blaſpheme his holy Name as they | 3 
do, 3 Pete 2.7,8. Or manifeſt your ſelf his by adoption and regeneration 3...” :1/*? 
for wel-born children are touched ro the quick with the injuries-of their * 7 
Parents; and not to be moved in this caſe, isto confefle our ſelves baſtards; ©. 
Yea it is a baſe, vile, and unjuſt ingratitude in thoſe men, thar can endure 
the diſgrace of them, under whoſe ſhelter they live. Which being fo, "make* 
it a part of your charity, to give of them as you meet with occaſion.; as that-, 
you ſhall hourly do, even as you paſſe: the ſtreets, if you but mind it. And” 
me thinks, none that are able ſhould ſpare to be ata farthing coſt, when thav 
farching, may poſlibly provethe ſaving of a Swearers ſoul, And to that end, 
any one may have what they pleaſe; giving ſo many farthings to the poor. _ 
And ai(o other Books of more generall concernmenr, upon the like: terms, 
repairing to the Bluw pales, 6ver againſt the bigh Conftalles ſhort of Shoreditch 
Church, where there is a Glafle Lanthorne in the window. | hk b-, 
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T being obſerved that many meeting with ſome of this | 

Authors Colleftions, do earneſtly enquire after the reſt : | 
C think it not amiſle, to ſatisfie their Jefirecand ſave them fur- | 
ther labour, by ſetting down the ſeverals ; 3 whick are theſe, 
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* The Cauſe and Cure of Jenorance, Ertour; 
Enmity, &c. 
The Cure ft Miſpriſionz or Miſtake. ; 
The Vidory of Patience. ; | 
. The Drunkards charafer,with an addition 
|, TheCharafter orTouch-ſtone of a trueBeleever | 
bc uu 1: oro of a formall piorrit, c or Civill 
| Jufticiarie. 
_ Charadeers of the kindes of Preaching.” already printed; 
3 Cinpleat Armor againſt evill. Societie. | 
4 F Cordiall Counſell. 
| Gods goodneſſe and Englands unthankfulneſ: . 
' - theſecond Edition, that is divided into 
| Sg /- chapters and ſeCtions. 
* Fhe firſt part of the Paſtors Advocate. 
© An Abſtradt of the Drunkgrds Charadter. J 


"The ſecond part of the Paſtors Advocate, Y 

' The Arraignment and convidtion of covetous,Cun- 

FE and Tak we phil Polititians, | 

bi gle cers, Judges, Lawyers,&c. with the, tQ b inted. 
._ Jovely and lively charadlers of Tuſtice , ey? YO 
om Frugality, Libe- 

| I '  Yaltty, &c. 

BJ . Th Sens Library,or the poor mans Paradiſe, J 
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